Background on Habakkuk

I. The Man

A. Name means “embracer”

B. Contemporary of Jeremiah

C. Addresses himself to God

D. The only prophet to be called a prophet in pre-exilic times

E. May have been a musician of the Levitical office – Hab. 3:19

II. The Message 

A. Poetic in style

B. Theme verse is 2:4

C. Date is between 612 BC – 605 BC

D. Two questions are asked:

1. Why would God allow Judah’s evil to increase? (1:2 –4)

2. How could God use the Babylonians to punish Judah when they were so much more wicked (1:12 – 2:1)

E. The answers to the above 2 questions are called a Theodicy – 

(a defense of God’s goodness)

F. There are 5 woes pronounced on the Babylonians.

